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Chapter Meeting Minutes 

September 9, 2023 

The regular meeting of the Mid-Cities (TX) Chapter of The Links, Incorporated was held at 
Hackberry Creek Country Club, 1900 Royal Lane, Irving, Texas on September 9, 2023. 

Call to Order 

• Link Vickie Mitchell served as the presiding officer and called the meeting to order at 
9:30 a.m. A quorum was established. 

Members Present: 28 

See attached QR Meeting Attendance List 

Members Absent: 16 

Alisa Allen 
Jennifer Basped           Marnese Elder  Marqueax Price-Black 
Rosalind Bell                 Tangee Gibson Priscilla Randle 
Juanita Budd                 Charda Greene Angela Ross 
Kim Cox   Michon King  Michelle Thomas 
Cherry Elder                  Lauren McDonald Kim Walker 
 
Pledge and Song 

• Chapter members participated in the Links Pledge and Song. 

Celebrations and Concerns 

• Chapter members shared celebrations and concerns. 

 

 



 

Linkspiration 

• A scripture bookmark was provided for members as a reminder of God’s love. 

• Link Ellainia Griffin opened the chapter meeting with prayer. 

Organizational Effectiveness 

• Link Claudia Coleman reviewed the following: 

 Code of Ethics 

 Why of Organizational Effectiveness 

 Goals of Organizational Effectiveness 

 How to contribute to an effective meeting 

Adoption of the Agenda 

• There were two (2) corrections to the agenda.  

 Link Tammi Abney will give Link Alisa Allen’s Financial Report in her absence. 

 Link Amelia Mayeaux will give the Program Report in Link Juanita Budd’s 

absence. 

• Link Vickie Mitchell moved for the adoption of the agenda. 

 The agenda was adopted with the changes. 

Minutes 

Link Sue Gainer – Recording Secretary 

• An electronic copy of the minutes was sent to chapter members. The minutes were 

reviewed. 

• There were no additions or corrections to the minutes. 

• Link Vickie Mitchell moved for the adoption of the May 13, 2023 minutes. The minutes 

were adopted.  

 

Recommendations from the Executive Board 

• Each member is to be assessed $250.00 for the 44th National Assembly to be held at the 

Gaylord Hotel in Grapevine, Texas. The motion was adopted. 



• The Zelle App is a payment option for chapter dues and assessments. The motion was 

adopted. 

• Executive Board and Internal Audit Committee recommend acceptance of the External 

Audit prepared by CPA Emma Walker for fiscal year May 1, 2022 – April 30, 2023. The 

motion was adopted.    

Correspondence 

Link Amelia Mayeaux – Corresponding Secretary 

• The newsletter will be published bimonthly on the 2nd and 4th Friday. 

• Information for the newsletter is due the Tuesday before the 2nd and 4th Friday. 

• The link to the Voucher for reimbursement will be in the newsletter. 

• There were two (2) invitations. 

 The African American Museum will have a Disco Gala on October 21, 2023. Link 

Vickie Mitchell will represent the chapter. There will be an effort to fill two (2) 

tables. 

 The Greater Denton County (TX) Chapter, The Links, Incorporated will have An 

Emerald Affair: The Links Grand Prix on October 7, 2023. Link Vickie Mitchell will 

represent MCL. 

President’s Report 

Link Vickie Mitchell – Chapter President 

• The Mid-Cities (TX) Chapter and Western Area themes which emphasize “Service” were 

shared. 

• Western Area and National MCL appointees were recognized. (Links Alice Davis, 

Marnese Elder, Morgan Mangana, Lauren McDonald, Marica Page, Carolyn Roberson, 

Erica Salter, Veronica Spencer-Austin, and Jennifer Stimpson) 

• MCL Retreat Steering Committee and retreat activities were highlighted. 

• There was a report on the Western Area Conference. 

 Elected officers were shared. 

 A conference registration report was given. 

 National President’s report was highlighted. 

 Pictures from the conference were shown. 

• The following reminders were given: 

 Effective May 1, 2023, chapter meetings are in person. 



 Complete the Membership Census. 

 Do Track it Forward. 

 RSVP for meetings when notification is received. 

• Activities involved were shared. 

• There was an update on the National Assembly. 

 On June 22, 2023, there will be a reception for all members of the North Texas 
Cluster as a thank you event for member’s hard work. 

 There was an explanation of the National Executive Council. 

Financial Report 

Link Tammi Abney reported in the absence of Link Alisa Allen 

• Chapter members will receive invoices for the $250.00 assessment for the 44th National 

Assembly. 

• Payment options of Zelle, PayPal, and check were shared. 

• In PayPal or Zelle indicate in the note section the payment type (hostess fee, dues, 

Assembly assessment, etc.). 

Treasurer Report 

Link Tammi Abney – Treasurer 

• The Finance Committee met on September 3, 2023. 

• Verbal and electronic reports were presented to members for May, June, July and 
August. 

• Reports contained the following detail of accounts at Comerica (Operations), Bank of 
America (Program) and Fundraising (Comerica): 

 Beginning balance 

 Deposits 

 Debits 

 Ending balance 

• The North Texas Cluster Links Assembly Account was mentioned. 

• The following financial reminders were given: 

 Electronic voucher link will be in the newsletter. 

 At the conclusion of an event, be sure vendors are paid by submitting a voucher 

within five (5) days. 



 Per chapter procedures, there are no voting privileges if an assessment is not 

paid within 45 days after an event. 

• The following deadlines have been met: 

 Bonding insurance has been submitted to National for President, Vice President, 
Financial Secretary, Treasurer, and Corresponding Secretary. 

 990 has been completed and submitted to National. 

 Internal audit has been completed and submitted to National. 

 The financial review has been completed and emailed to the National Audit 
Review Team. 

• Contracts over $5,000.00 must be processed through the Western Area. 

• Contracts must be signed by the President. 

Membership Report 

Link Ronetta Francis – Vice President Membership 

• There will be focus on intergenerational activities to include alumna members. 

 Link Brenda Raney will coordinate. 

 Alumna members will be encouraged to attend meetings and to serve on 

committees. 

• There will be an emphasis on collaboration with Cluster Chapters with two opportunities 

coming up. 

 There is the American Heart Association Walk on September 23, 2023. 

 Donor Sabbath is November 19, 2023. 

• Photos from the chapter retreat were shown. 

• Retreat survey results will go in the newsletter. 

• 2023 -2024 Hostess Schedule will be in the newsletter. 

• Two Core Values Scenarios were viewed and discussed. 

• Membership requirements to safeguard membership in the organization were 
addressed. 

 A minimum of 48 service hours 

 1 in 5 conference attendance 

• There was recognition of members who achieved 100+ service hours for last program 

year. 

Program Report 



Link Amelia Mayeaux for Link Juanita Budd – VP Programs 

• At the retreat Facets Chairs facilitated planning for umbrella programming.  

 There was agreement on outputs for program success. 

 Link Juanita Budd will share next steps. 

• MCL will participate in the North Texas Cluster Walk on September 23. 2023. 

• Trinity Chapter will host Donor Sabbath on November 19, 2023 at Mt. Hebron Baptist 

Church in Garland, Texas. 

• There will be brunch at Pangea Restaurant in Garland. 

 

 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Strategic Planning Committee 

Link Veronica Spencer-Austin – Chair 

• The MCL Strategic Plan will align with National. 

• Best practices will be identified. 

• The community assessment was shared during the retreat. 

• Next steps will be identified and shared. 

• Findings of Western Area survey were given. 

• There will be the development of SMART goals. 

• The makeup and members of the Strategic Planning Committee were given. 

Audit Committee 

Link Carol Little – Chair 

• What is examined in internal audit was shared. 

• The Programs, Operations, and Fundraising accounts were looked at.  

• A few exceptions were found, and there were some minor recommendations. 

• Vouchers will be numbered to match checks. 

• The date for submission of report to National has been met. 

• There’s a National Audit Chair who is responsible for training internal audit chairs. 

Constitution and By-Laws Committee 



Link Carol Little – Parliamentarian  

• An index was created for the chapter by-laws. 

• No vote was required because there were no changes to the by-laws. 

 

Unfinished Business 

• Link Carolyn Roberson ask if members wanted to order oxford or polo shirts. 

• Photos of shirts will be sent to Links Amelia Mayeaux and Link Vickie Mitchell. 

• Link Marcia Page shared the availability and cost of the official National Links pins. 

Toast 

There was a toast to the new program year. 

Announcements 

Gathering of the Girls will take place at the conclusion of the meeting. One (1) service hour will 

be received. 

Adjournment 

• The meeting was adjourned at 12:14 p.m. 

• Members will receive two (2) service hours for today’s meeting. 

 

Minutes submitted by Link Sue Gainer 

 

Sue Gainer, Recording Secretary of the Mid-Cities (TX) Chapter of The Links, Incorporated 
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Financial Secretary R
eport

October 14, 2023

Alisa Allen 
Financial Secretary 



2024 N
ational Assem

bly Assessm
ent

June 19-23, 2024 -  G
rapevine, TX100%

W
E D

ID
 IT!!!!!
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W
hen you log into your PayPal or Zelle 

account, before you hit the send 

button to pay, please m
ake sure you 

type a note allocating w
hat the 

am
ount is for.

Exam
ple:  M

onthly Hostess 

Assessm
ent, Chapter Dues,  Etc.

Funds Received (as of 
10.1.2023)

FUND CATEGORY
AM

OUNT RECEIVED
M

ETHOD
2023 Chapter Retreat 
Funds 

$35.00
PayPal

Septem
ber Chapter 

Assessm
ent

$250.00
Check 

2024 N
ational Assem

bly 
Assessm

ent
$1,500.00

5 Checks.
1 M

oney O
rder

2024 N
ational Assem

bly 
Assessm

ent
$2,750.00

PayPal

2024 N
ational Assem

bly 
Assessm

ent
$5,250.00

Zelle

Total Am
ount Received

$9,785.00
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Se
p

te
m

b
e

r 2023 Tre
a

sure
r Re

p
o

rt

*Total Funds Available for Program
s $64,602.58

Foundation A
ccount at N

ational            *$44,505.62
A

s of 07/24/23

O
perations 

C
om

erica
Program

s
B

ank of  A
m

erica
N

orth TX C
luster 

C
om

erica
B

eginning B
alance

$49,996.47
$20,096.96

$7,358.00
D
eposits

$20,176.70
$16,979.27

$5,500.00
D
ebits

-$27,279.78
$0.00

-$939.40
Ending B

alance
$42,893.39

$37,076.23
$11,918.60

*Note: Operations account balance includes $9750 Dallas Chapter National Assem
bly and $4500 Trinity Chapter 

National Assem
bly Deposit totaling $14,250 resulting in a net balance of $28,643.89 in the operating account.



 
 

Treasurer’s Reports 
September 2023 



                                                                                                        

 

                                                     
Date: October, 2023 
Subject: Treasurer’s Report  
Submitted by: Treasurer Tammi Abney 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
*Note: Operations balance includes $9750 Dallas Chapter National Assembly and $4500 Trinity Chapter National Assembly 
Deposit totaling $14,250 resulting in a net balance of $28,643.89 in the operating account. 
 
Treasurer’s Activities – September 2023 
  

 Processed voucher requests 
 Met with Madame President to sign Checks 
 Prepare Chapter Financial Documents for Monthly Treasurer’s Report 
 Deposit Funds that when collected 
 Reconcile Collected from Western Area Chapters for National Assembly 

 
 

Treasurer Go Forward Plans – October 2023 
 

 Prepare Treasurer Reports 
 Process Voucher Requests 
 October 12, 2023 Finance Committee Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operations - Comerica Programs – Bank of America  North TX Cluster  -- Comerica 
Beg. Balance                     $49,996.47 Beg. Balance                      $20,096.96 Beg. Balance                   7,358.00 
Deposits                              20,176.70 Deposits                               16,979.27 Deposits                           5,500.00 
Sub Total                            56,079.77 Sub Total                             37,076.23 Sub Total                        12,858.00 
   
Checks                                -26,287.98  Checks                                        -0.00 Checks                                   -0.00 
Debit Card/ACH                       -991.80  Debit Card/ATM                            0.00 Debit Card/ATM                  -939.40 
Bank Fees                                    -0.00 Bank Fees/Charges                       0.00 Bank Fees                                0.00 
Total Expenses                  -27,279.78 Total Expenses                           -0.00 Total Expenses                 -939.40 
   
Ending Balance                 $42,893.39 Ending Balance                 $37,076.23 Ending Balance           $11,918.60 
 Foundation                       $44,505.62 As of 07/24/2023 

               MCL Treasurer’s Report – September 2023 

         



                                                                                                        

 

Bank Statements Expense Detail-September 2023 
 

Operations-Comerica    
Deposits    

Date Deposit Amount Comments 
09/01/2023 Zelle $250.00 National Assembly Assessment 
09/05/2023 Zelle $250.00 National Assembly Assessment 
09/08/2023 Paypal Transfer $1,391.70 Assembly/Retreat/Hostess 
09/11/2023 Zelle $750.00 National Assembly Assessment 
09/15/2023 Deposit 1285.00 Assembly/Retreat/Hostess 
09/25/2023 Zelle $4,500.00 Trinity Chapter National Assembly 
09/25/2023 Zelle 250.00 National Assembly Assessment 
09/26/2023 Zelle $9,750.00 Dallas Chapter National Assembly 
09/29/2023 Zelle $1,750.00 National Assembly Assessment 

Total Deposits  $20,176.70  
    

Cleared Transactions    
09/05/2023 ACH -118.00 Public Storage 
09/06/2023 ACH -550.00 Links Inc. (Bonding Insurance) 
09/04/2023 Ck#2411 -294.00 Amelia Mayeax (Annual PO Box Fee) 
09/05/2023 Ck#2412 -200.00 Marcia Page (Scholarship Contribution in lieu of flowers) 
09/04/2023 Ck#2413 -16,979.27 Transfer from Mid-Cities Operations. To Programs Account 
09/04/2023 Ck#2414 -4,000.00 Emma Walker (External Audit) 
09/09/2023 Ck#2415 4,593.75 Tammi Abney (Chapter Retreat Venue) 
09/09/2023 Ck#2416 -220.96 Tammi Abney (Checks and Supplies Reorder) 
09/20/2023 ACH -323.80 Presidents Ticket to Denton County Fundraiser 

  -27,279.78  
Total Cleared Transactions  -27,279.78  

    
Uncleared Transactions    

Total Uncleared Transactions  -0.00  
    

Programs - BOA    
Deposits    

Date Deposit Amount Comments 
09/06/23  16,979.27 Transfer of Funds from Operating to Programs 

Total Deposits  $16,979.27  
    

Cleared Transactions  0.00  
  0.00  
    

Total Cleared Transactions  -0.00  
    

Uncleared Transactions  0.00  
Total Uncleared Transactions  0.00  

Fundraising - Comerica    
Deposits    

Date Deposit Amount Comments 
09/22/2023 DEP $5,500.00 XXX Chapter National Assembly Deposit 

Total Deposits  $5,500.00  
    

Cleared Transactions    
9/19/2023 ACH -939.40 September Members Meeting Hackberry 

  $-939.40  
Total Cleared Transactions  -0.00  

Uncleared Transactions    
Total Uncleared Transactions  $0.00  
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Link Brenda 
Thom

pson
Link Cordelia 

Tullous

Link Ashley 
W

affler
Link Celia 

W
alker

Link Kim
 

W
alker
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ONE – IN – FIVE Conference Attendance
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Chapter M
eeting Attendance

M
ust attend SIX of the EIGHT Chapter M

eetings during 
the Club Year
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PEARL OF THE M
ONTH

Subm
itted by :

Link Tangee Gibson
October  14, 2023
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•
Born in Louisville, M

S. Has no siblings how
ever had m

any 
relatives that lived w

ith the fam
ily over tim

e.
•

Parents w
ere born and raised in Louisville, M

S.
•

M
oved to East Lansing M

I in 1969.  Dad attended M
ichigan 

State to pursue his Ph.D.
•

Her Dad lives in East Lansing.  M
om

 passed aw
ay in 2012.

•
Graduate of M

ichigan State University (BS and M
asters 

Degrees) 
•

M
arried w

ith one son ( Brandon).  
•

Her son m
arried in 2022 (to Brittney). 

•
M

et Connecting Link Darw
in on a blind date…

…
.six m

onths 
later they w

ere engaged…
…

..got m
arried one and a half years 

later and celebrated their 35
th W

edding Anniversary in June!!!
•

Ow
ns 2 French Bulldogs (Prince & Blu)

•
44 year m

em
ber of Alpha Kappa Alpha.  25 year m

em
ber of 

The Links, Inc. She is a DOL.
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•
W

orked for 4 com
panies over a span of 27 years in 

Hum
an Resources.

•
Served as Sr. VP of Hum

an Resources for 
ARAM

ARK Corp.  
•

Received top leadership aw
ard during tenure for 

im
plem

enting a global talent m
anagem

ent 
strategy.  First tim

e in the Com
pany’s history to be 

aw
arded to a staff function leader.

•
Retired at 51 due to health challenges.

•
Breast Cancer Survivor ( 33 years CANCER FREE!)

•
Heart Transplant Recipient 12 years in Decem

ber.
•

Love to Travel, Read and plan fam
ily events.

•
M

otto:  Live Your Best Life for Tom
orrow

 is Never 
Prom

ised!!
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M
id-C

ities (TX) U
m

brella Program
 

2023-24 Proposed A
ctivities



A
ug

A
pr

M
ar

Feb
Jan

D
ec

N
ov

O
ct

Sept

2023

 Id
entify Um

brella
 Progra

m
 &

 d
evelop SD

M

1- C
ollaborate on Program

s/Solicit Target 
A

udience
2- C

onfirm
 C

om
m

unity &
 C

orporate Sponsors
Plan Um

brella A
ctivities 

1- (Parents) - Kidney Health + G
eneral Health     

(healthy food benefits)
2- (Students) Kidney W

ise w
ith Kids, Skate 

parties
 3- (M

id-C
ities Links)

 4-

1- (Both) A
rt A

ctivities to Support M
ental Health

2- (Both) Physical C
om

petitions (Learn Tic Tok dances, etc.)
3- (Both) Health Screenings

4- (Students) Physical Hygiene
5- (Students) A

w
ard Scholarships

Phase I
A

ugust – O
ctober 2023

Phase II
O

ctober 2023 – D
ecem

ber 2023
Partner Identification and Program

 C
ollaboration.

Introduction to the C
om

m
unity

Phase III
D

ecem
ber 2023 – A

pril 2024
Health Expo + Identify Students for 2024-2025 M

entor Program

2024

Black K.A.R
.E

H
ealth &

 H
um

an Services

M
ay

H
ealth &

 H
um

an Services

Services to Youth

The A
rts

N
ational Trends &

 Services

International Trends &
 Services

Plan for Health Expo

C
hildren Served

Parents Served
C

ost of Item
s G

iven
Scholarship Value

M
entorship C

andidates

1- N
orth Texas C

luster W
alk (9/23)- Reunion Tow

er 
2- A

HA
 W

alk-A
- Thon (9/30)

3. International D
ay of the G

irl (10/14)
4. D

allas Kidney W
alk (10/ 28) Lone Star Park

5. D
onor Sabbath – (11/19)- M

t Herbon Baptist
6. G

irls Skate Party ( 11/10-11/19)
7. Letter C

am
paign W

riting ( 1/20239)
8. M

C
L W

orld Kidney D
ay (2/2024)

9. Kidney W
ise Kids Poster C

ontest (O
ct. – June) 

C
om

m
unity Intro

Health Expo

C
hapter A

ctivities

O
UTPUT

M
ission/Vision (W

hat drives the outcom
e?) 

To provide educational resources about C
KD

 
to African Am

ericans about the inequities of 
C

KD
 through program

s that em
pow

er our 
com

m
unity to m

ake healthy choices for living. 
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2023  K
ID

N
EY W

A
LK

 w
/D

allas Links
SA

TU
R

D
A

Y 10/28..
8A

M
-11A

M
-LO

N
E STA

R
 PA

R
K

,
G

R
A

N
D

 PR
A

R
IE TEXA

S

D
O

N
O

R
 SA

B
B

A
TH

 – w
ith C

luster 
N

O
VEM

B
ER

 19,2023
M

T H
EB

R
O

N
 B

A
PTIST C

H
U

R
C

H
G

A
R

LA
N

D
, TEXA

S
B

R
U

N
C

H
 - TB

D
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2023-2024  Proposed Activity

Event
NKF/DNA/COM

BINED KIDNEY SCREENING EVENT- W
ILL 

CHECK W
ITH HIGH PROFILE BLACK CHURCHES

Proposed D
ates

Spring
Program

 
objectives

Educate 50 com
m

unity m
em

bers on CKD , its 
prevention, and activities to reduce the im

pact of 
the disease.

Partners
Partner w

ith 3 com
m

unity organizations to 
address the prevention, detection, and 
m

anagem
ent of chronic kidney disease (CKD).

Target Participants
Faith-based O

rg, Beauty Salons, Children’s Sport 
Events, City &

 County G
ov., Black Pastors Assoc

Divine 9, Senior Citizen Centers, N
KF, AHA, ADA. 

Dallas N
ephrology Ass., U

TA

Potential location
TBD
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M
id-C

ities (TX) Services to Youth Facet
2023-24 Proposed A

ctivities
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Fall/W
inter 2023 Proposed Activity

N
otes

Event
F

a
ll  S

ka
te

 P
a
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2023-2024 Proposed Activity
N
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Event

National Poster Art Com
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p
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e
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ll 

fa
ce

ts

Proposed D
ates

Bi-Annual O
ctober – June

The Chapter m
ust subm

it a notification of participation in Decem
ber.

Entries are due in M
arch.

Program
 objectives

Program
/Activity: Contest posters are judged by the chapter w

here they are 
aw

arded and celebrated. The w
inner (s) w

ill be celebrated.  In addition to chapter 
m

em
bers w

ho w
ill lead this 

can be invited to assist w
ith judging and/or help the students develop their skills.   

Local w
inners from

 each category are then elevated to the National level. 

Partners
Local schools and organization (local m

useum
)  w

ithin M
id –Cities Geographical 

footprint. 

Target Participants
Participating students in Category I: Grades 1-3/Category II: Grades 4-6/Category 
III: Grades 7-9/Category IV: Grades 10-12. Depending on partnership, all categories 
m

ay not be utilized. 
Potential location

TB
D
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2023-2024 Proposed Activity
N

otes
Event

Kidney W
ise Kids: 

Nurturing Healthy Kidney in Childhood
Proposed D

ates
Deliver quarterly program

m
ing to approxim

ately 60 
students 4-5 years in age.

Program
 objectives

By the end of this curriculum
, students should 

understand the basics of kidney health, the 
im

portance of kidneys in m
aintaining overall health, 

and sim
ple practices to keep their kidneys healthy. 

W
hat are kidneys 

Keeping kidneys health
Exercise & stay active
W

aste w
orks

Kidney H
ealth Pledge

Partners
All facets and an early childhood center in Arlington, 
TX

Target Participants
Arlington Childhood Developm

ent Center
Potential location

M
id-C

ities geographical area
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